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Stones and Metals
Stone was perhaps rare but not altogether difficult
to procure. We find it used for door-sockets, saddle
querns and mullers, statues and statuettes, and for
cult objects. Metals known and utilized were gold,
silver., copper, tin and lead. Bronze, an alloy of copper
(nine parts) and tin (one part), was one of the earliest
metals put to use by the Indus Valley people for it
has been found among the lowermost layers of the
civilization. The art of alloying presupposes the art
of melting metals. Iron has not been found and,
it being one of the late discoveries among metals,
was not known.
Weapons
Stone weapons and implements were being used
side by side with the metal ones although the latter
were fast replacing the former. The weapons of war
and chase were now usually made of copper and bronze..
Among the weapons of war the most prominent were
maces, axes, daggers, spears, bows, and arrows, and
slings. These were generally made of metal, i.e.
copper and bronze. Maces made of alabaster, sand
and limestone, have been found. The pear-shaped
mace was very common. We are not sure if the de-
fensive weapons like the helmet, shield or the armour
were in use; but a kind bf scale armour made of thin
domed pieces of copper perforated with two minute
holes has been found.
Weights and Measures
Weights of an infinite variety have come to light.
They range from the heaviest, which had to be lifted
with a rope, to the smallest used by jewellers. The
most common are cubical in shape. It is believed
that .they are of a greater accuracy than those found
in Elam and Mesopotamia.